
 

 

 

 
 

MEDIA RELEASE  

Promotion of Italian cultural heritage 

Exhibition of Gaspar van Wittel paintings opens in Belgrade 

 

Belgrade, September 27, 2017 – An exhibition of paintings by Gaspar van Wittel 
from the art collection of Intesa Sanpaolo, the parent group of Banca Intesa, was 
officially opened at the Historical Museum of Serbia in Belgrade last evening. This 
exclusive cultural event was organized at the initiative of Intesa Sanpaolo Board of 
Directors Chairman Gian Maria Gros‐Pietro, who is on a visit to Belgrade. 

“I am extremely proud to bring these two artworks, which are part of the Intesa 
Sanpaolo’s art collections, to the Historical Museum of Serbia from Palazzo Zevallos 
Stigliano in Naples. Intesa Sanpaolo operates in countries rich of culture and heritage 
and believes that cultural activities are a way to foster friendship across communities; 
investing in culture encourages social progress and supports economic growth”, said 
Intesa Sanpaolo Board of Directors Chairman Gian Maria Gros‐Pietro. 

The exhibition comprises van Wittel’s oils on canvas from the beginning of the 18th 
century, Veduta di Roma con Piazza Navona and Veduta di Roma con Piazza del 
Popolo. The two paintings are typical examples of the veduta genre of view painting, 
whose main founders included van Wittel himself. They are permanently displayed at 
Gallerie di Palazzo Zevallos Stigliano. 

“As a member of banking group Intesa Sanpaolo, we are exceptionally proud to be 
able to share a part of Italy’s cultural inheritance and our parent Group’s art collection 
with art connoisseurs in our country. Banca Intesa is recognized in the market as the 
leading commercial bank in Serbia, while in the social context we are seen as a 
financial institution that demonstrates its commitment to community primarily through 
investment in arts and culture and the protection of cultural and historical heritage, in 
line with the international experience of our parent Group and our Italian roots“, said 
Banca Intesa Executive Board President Draginja Djuric. 

All art lovers can see the exhibition on the premises of the Historical Museum of 
Serbia until October 29, 2017. 

”I would like to thank banking group Intesa Sanpaolo for recognizing the Historical 
Museum of Serbia as an important cultural institution for the exhibition of two art 
works from its unique collection”, said Historical Museum of Serbia Director Dusica 
Bojic. 

Intesa Sanpaolo collection comprises around 20,000 art pieces, a significant number 
of which is permanently displayed in galleries that form a museum network called 
Galleries of Italy (Gallerie d’Italia). Gallerie di Piazza Scala in Milan hosts Italian art 
works from the 19th and the 20th century, Gallerie di Palazzo Leoni Montanari in 



 

 

 

 

Vicenza displays a collection of Russian icons, 18th century Veneto paintings and 
ceramics from Attica and Magna Graecia, while in Naples, Gallerie di Palazzo 
Zevallos Stigliano presents Caravaggio’s Martyrdom of Saint Ursula, along with 
works of southern Italian art from the 17th to the 20th century. 

Galleries of Italy seeks to valorise artistic heritage of Intesa Sanpaolo through 
exhibitions, concerts, workshops, seminars, as well as educational programs. It 
represents an important initiative of the Culture Project (Progetto Cultura), a multi-
annual plan of Intesa Sanpaolo activities aimed at promoting arts and culture. As part 
of the Culture Project, Intesa Sanpaolo also implements initiative Restituzioni focused 
on the protection of Italian national heritage, with more than 1,000 art works restored 
so far. 

Cultural exchange is an important aspect of overall cooperation between Serbia and 
Italy and their traditionally strong bilateral relations that contribute to both economies. 
Italy is Serbia’s leading foreign trade partner and the largest investor in Serbia, while 
Banca Intesa is the largest Italian investment in the local market which demonstrates 
Intesa Sanpaolo’s long-term commitment to Serbia and its strategic dedication to 
grow its business in the country. 
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Banca Intesa ad Beograd, a member of , is the leading bank in the domestic market, a 
reliable partner of 1.45 million customers, natural persons and legal entities. With a net balance sum of EUR 4.9 
billion, EUR 3.2 billion in total deposits and EUR 2.5 billion in total loans, Banca Intesa is at the helm of the list of 
the most successful banks in Serbia. Owing to a developed business network comprised of 165 branches all over 
Serbia, the most developed network of ATMs and POS terminals, as well as a professional team of around 3,000 
employees, the Bank achieves stable results in all areas of business by developing activities in the retail, 
corporate and local government sectors. 
 

 is among the top banking groups in the euro zone, with a market capitalisation of 47.5 billion 
euros. Intesa Sanpaolo has a selected presence in Central Eastern Europe and Middle Eastern and North African 
areas with approximately 1,100 branches and 7.7 million customers belonging to the Group's subsidiaries 
operating in commercial banking in 12 countries. Moreover, an international network of specialists in support of 
corporate customers spreads across 27 countries, in particular in the Middle East and North Africa and in those 
areas where Italian companies are most active, such as the United States, Brazil, Russia, India and China. 
 
The Historical Museum of Serbia is a museum institution tasked with enabling communication between the public 
and the national heritage. As such, it collects, preserves, registers and studies materials related to the history of 
Serbia, maintains and completes museum collections, as well as the information and documentation on them, and 
makes them available to the public. Furthermore, through museum exhibitions it responsibly and competently 
articulates and interprets the knowledge of the past of Serbia and the Serbian people, as well as of other peoples 
and cultures in the territory of Serbia.   


